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What is Love in Action?

If you have any experience with children or adults on the autism spectrum, you 
have probably heard a simple saying - “if you’ve met one person with autism, 
then you’ve met one person with autism.” Each individual on the spectrum 
expresses the disorder in a myriad of different ways and no two families 
experience it in exactly the same way. While one child may obsessively line 
up their toy car collection to calm themselves (like our cover model), another 
child may need to engage in behaviors like flapping their hands or rocking 
themselves from side to side to stay calm. 

The most recent numbers from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) indicate that 1 in 68 
children are diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD). Worldwide it 
is estimated that ASD affects between 
1-2% of the global population. As 
ASD touches more and more lives we 
are beginning to understand that the 
diagnosis does not have to be limiting. 
With the right resources and support, the 
prognosis is very hopeful. This brings us 
back to “Love in Action”. 

So what exactly is “Love in Action”? 
It is families, therapists, doctors, teachers, volunteers and community members 
all working towards the goal of helping children become the best version of 
themselves. That’s where the Foundation for Autism Resources (FAR) comes into 
the picture - FAR supports children, connects families, provides resources. 

FAR assures families the resources needed to unlock each child’s potential. 
The Foundation for Autism Resources (FAR) began in 2013, to fill a gap faced 
by families and educators in the autism community: consistent, quality therapy 
for children whose families do not have the funds or means to do so without 
support. 

FAR connects families with children (ages 2-12) with providers of Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA) that offer individualized home based or hybrid 
programs with strong family involvement. Children receive an average of 35 
hours a week of therapy. Families submit an application to receive funds from 
FAR to subsidize the costs of health insurance that covers ABA therapy.

With the best treatment, over 85% of children with autism can make significant 
gains. ABA is currently the only autism therapy recommended for long-term 
benefit by the United States Surgeon General.

The Foundation for Autism Resources: providing access, instilling hope, 
changing lives.

FAR is different 
from other autism 
groups because 
we provide 
immediate and 
direct support to 
local families in 
Indiana.

A Report to the 
Community

Yesterday I walked into a local 
shop and began chatting with the 
women who worked there. When 
I mentioned that I directed a small 
local nonprofit that benefited 
children with autism and their 
families the woman behind the 
counter asked me to tell her more 
about it. Then she told me that her 
son had just graduated with his 
masters degree and was looking for 
a teaching position. He has autism 
she said. Actually when he was five 
I was told he’d never be able to do 
anything. I didn’t believe that. He 
learned. He did well at school and 
he learned to develop friendships. I 
am so proud of him.
 
We all know someone who has 
been effected by autism. With one 
in 68 children being diagnosed the 
child with autism is our nephew, 
our daughter, our neighbor, our 
cousin’s son. FAR believes everyone 
of those children have the right 
to access opportunity and so we 
provide families with a way to 
connect to services and therapy 
that otherwise would be out of 
reach.
 
Sometimes I get caught up in 
the daily efforts of applying for 
grants or trying to mount an event, 
answering questions, looking at 
bank statements. I am so grateful to 
be reminded of what’s important. 
Thank you for sharing  your story.

Shana Ritter,
Executive Director
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Love in Action: The People Who 
Make it Happen

Love in Action: 
Jackson

Jackson loves swimming, riding 
his tricycle and, most of all, his 
dachshund, Jellybean. He turns 
10 this year.  ABA therapy, thanks 
to FAR, has helped him become a 
talkative little guy. 

Excerpts from an article, published last 
summer in Bloom magazine written by Julie 
Gray, is about Jackson and his family. 

Annie Hamilton’s 8-year-old son, 
Jackson, is on the autism spectrum. 
Not long ago, he hardly spoke, he 
wasn’t toilet trained, and he hated 
going to 
school. Annie 
often felt 
terribly alone 
as she tried 
to cope with 
her son’s 
unhappiness.

Then Annie 
discovered 
the Foundation for Autism Resources 
(FAR), a nonprofit group that 
arranged for Jackson to have 40 
hours of free therapy a week.

“He’s come so far,” Annie marvels. 
“He was hardly talking before. Now 
if he wants ice cream, he can ask 
me for ice cream.” For the first time, 
mother and son — and father, Nic — 
can go together “happily” on walks 
and to stores and restaurants.

Hoosier Families
FAR’s unique model of direct support provides families who have traditionally 
been underserved due to location, ability to access resources and economic 
status but are committed to helping their children reach their full potential the 
ways and means to do so. No more working families “slipping through the 
cracks”.

FAR works with qualifying families and a network of service providers that 
meet the highest standards of practice to facilitate the best match for the child, 
therapists and clinicians. Families sign a compact with FAR that agrees to full 
involvement in the therapy program assuring that all participants are committed 
to working in the best interests of the children.

Dedicated Staff & Board Members

Shana Ritter - Bloomington, IN
FAR Executive Director

Michele Gonzales - Houston, TX
Educator, Klein ISD

David Henderson - Indianapolis, IN
Attorney at Law, Legal Advisor 

Ilana Hernandez, BCBA - Indianapolis, IN
Exec. Dir. & Founder of Unlocking the Spectrum

Venetia Faulkenberg - Logansport, IN 
Educator, Logansport Vice-Principal, 
Family member with autism

Steven Frey, Indianapolis, IN
Vice President, Regions Bank

Audra Kalvar - Floyds Knobs, IN 
Kalvar Communication and Marketing, 
Parent of a child with autism

Dr. Barbara Pierce Ph.D., LCSW - 
Indianapolis, IN
Assoc. Professor of Social Work, Indiana 
University, parent of a child with autism    

Terri McGuire - Terre Haute, IN
Asst. Vice President, First Financial Bank 

He’s come so 
far - he was 
hardly talking 
before. Now he’s 
a talkative little 
guy.

Jackson & 
Jellybean



Love in Action: Resources that Work

The key component to successful outcomes for children and families is access to 
quality services and therapy like Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA).

FAR connects families to approved service providers. All service providers meet 
the following criteria:
  
• Board Certified Behavior Analysts (BCBA) oversee all client programs.
• The provider offers home based or hybrid ABA services.
• The therapy program is designed for the individual child.
• Progress monitoring used to consistently modify the program to best meet 

the evolving needs of the child. 
• The family is an integral part of the therapy program. 
• Socialization experiences are provided. 
• The provider would be willing to provide FAR with documentation of ser-

vices on a monthly basis
• The provider adheres to all BACB guidelines
• The provider maintains a minimum of 1 million per occurrence/3 million 

aggregate in general and professional liability insurance.
• The service provider agency has been operating for a minimum of three 

years.

FAR’s Service Provider Referral Network covers the entire state and includes:
• BehaviorWorks
• Collaborative Behavior Solutions (CBS)
• Disability and Autism Services of Indiana (DASI)
• Integrity
• Kids Count
• Unlocking the Spectrum

Love in Action: 
Hunter

Our son Hunter did not used to be very 
good in a crowd or at family functions 
but he is improving so much. He is doing 
things we never thought he’d be able to 
do. 
 
We use a lot of strategies and tools that 
we learned from therapy to help him 
develop and cope. Things like words to 
let us know when he’s had too much, 
sensory breaks, massage pressure points 
and stretches have made a world of 
difference. 
 
This past holiday season I got him to sit 
on Santa’s lap for the first time. People 
in line didn’t 
not understand 
why I was 
crying like a 
baby, but I 
was so thrilled 
I could not 
stand it. I did 
not think he 
would ever sit on Santa’s lap. When he 
was done he looked at me and he said 
“mom I made you very happy, you love 
me”.  I told him “I love you no matter 
what, but yes you made me very happy, 
you gave me the best present you could 
ever give me” He hugged me so tight I 
couldn’t trade that child in for anything 
in the world.

He’s talking more these days! He has a 
big vocabulary now and the ABA has 
helped a lot with his social skills and 
helped us be more aware of how he is 
feeling and how others are making him 
feel. 

He has a big 
vocabulary now 
and the ABA has 
helped a lot with 
his social skills. 

Hunter



Love in Action: By the Numbers

25,000+ HOURS OF
ABA THERAPY

IN 2016 FAR PROVIDED FAMILIES ACCESS TO

35 HOURS
FAMILIES AVERAGED

OF THERAPY A WEEK
24 FAMILIES

FAR HAS HELPED

CONNECT TO 
SERVICES FOR SIX 

MONTHS OR MORE 

250 INDIVIDUALS
SINCE 2014 FAR HAS SERVED STATEWIDE

Love in Action: 
Bailey

Back in 2014, Bailey’s mother Brittany 
wrote to FAR about their situation:
“Bailey is 3 years old and she is still 
not talking. I feel like there is a barrier 
between her and everyone else. I am a 
very dedicated mother to my child and I 
want all the help that I can possibly get 
for her.”

Brittany and Bailey started ABA 
therapy in 2014 and Bailey has made 
tremendous progress.

Bailey has now been consistently saying 
“bye” to everyone when she is leaving. 
She is also starting to try and say more 
words that she hears!

Bailey is 
doing ten 
times better 
now and 
will actually 
look at you 
when you are 
talking. She 
offers her love and affection now also 
which is very warming to me. 
 
Another important aspect of therapy is 
carry over. At home we work on goals 
that are worked on at the center, as 
well as communication with the school 
system so everyone is on the same page. 
Therapy can only go so far. Families 
have to carry over at home to get the 
best from the child and for the child.  

She is learning 
to be patient 
and calm. She is 
doing very well!

WITH ACCESS TO 
RESOURCES & INFO

Hunter Bailey



Love in Action: Special Events

Summer Soiree

Tapas Wine & Jazz Summer 
Soirée - Indianapolis
The signature fundraising event for FAR is 
the Tapas, Wine & Jazz Summer Soirée. This 
event raises over $10,000 that goes directly 
to benefit FAR families and add new families 
that we can serve.

In 2017, the event was held on August 18 at  
the Broadmoor Country Club in Indianapolis. 
The tapas were prepared by Broadmoor’s 
chef, the wine by Manolo, jazz by Monika 
Herzig and Carolyn Dutton and WFIU’s  
David Brent Johnson hosted the evening 
which also included a silent auction and art 
for sale by children with autism in the FAR 
service provider network.

Indiana Toy & Comic Expo - 
Bloomington
Special thanks to ITCE for making FAR its 
official charity and donating all the monies 
raised at its art auctions. 

#GivingTuesday 
FAR participated in the national 
#GivingTuesday fundraising effort. Thanks to 
everyone who donated during this event. 

AUTISM DISORDERS AFFECT 
1 IN 68 CHILDREN
WITH EARLY INTERVENTION AND THERAPY 

OVER 85% ACHIEVE 
SIGNIFICANT LONG TERM GAINS 

Foundation for Autism Resources
2016 Connecting Families Campaign
#GivingTuesday  #FARConnectsFamilies

Love in Action: 
Sustained Therapy 
Makes All the 
Difference
As an autism family with a 12 year old 
boy, we can relate to all the families that 
FAR serves. Audra was honored to be 
nominated to the FAR board in 2015 
and she continues to serve because 
we understand just how important the 
proper therapy is to the overall growth 
and success of children on the autism 
spectrum.

Our family began therapy when 
Connor was 3 years old. He initially 
had language but then stopped talking 
at about 20 months and had other very 
late developmental milestones. Connor 
is now 12 and still continues to receive 
expressive therapy. We have been 
fortunate enough to gain access to the 
right therapy and resources for our son 
and our family believes that all children 
should have access to the resources they 
need.

Over 85% of children with autism can 
make significant gains. This can mean 
different things to different children 
- success at going to the movies with 
friends or 
family, being 
able to be 
patient so they 
can learn at 
school or even 
something 
as simple as 
waiting their 
turn to talk in a 
conversation. 
Children on 
the spectrum have so much potential 
to offer the world - it is up to us to help 
unlock this potential.

With years of continuous therapy and 
hard work, our son is one of the 85% 
that saw significant gains. Our family 
believes that percentage should be 
higher and that is just one of the many 
reasons why we support FAR.  

Audra, Connor & 
Damien Kalvar

We believe that 
all children 
should have 
access to the 
resources they 
need.

Comedy for a Cause - Terre 
Haute
FAR, in partnership with the Council on 
Domestic Abuse (CODA), received proceeds 
from the Comedy for a Cause event. 

FAR presents Population One: 
Autism from a First Person 
Perspective - Terre Haute
Tyler McNamer, author of Population One, 
and his father Jody share their experience 
and perspectives about living with autism. 
Presented November 2 in partnership with 
Indiana State University.



CORPORATE DONORS
FAR Circle of Champions 
$5,000+
Broadmoor Country Club 
CBS (Collaborative Behavior   
 Solutions) 
DASI (Disability & Autism Services of  
 Indiana) 
Indiana Toy & Comic Expo 
Kalvar Communications &   
  Marketing 
Manolo’s Wines
Missing Piece
UTS (Unlocking the Spectrum) 

$1,000 - $4,999
ISAY
Missing Piece Billing & 
Consulting  

$500-$999
Ambucare Clinic
Be The Boutique
Bloom Magazine
Dance Connection
Dentistry Just for Kids
DisneyWorld
Finzel’s Master Tech
First Financial Bank
Four Winds Resort
French Lick Resorts
Hilton Garden Bloomington
InterActive Academy 
McGuire Excavating Trucking
NAPA
Nefouse & Assoc.
NRK
Servpro
Spence/Banks Oil
Story Inn 
Sycamores
Terre Haute Chevrolet
Thompson Thirft
Virtuoso Ed

$250-$499  
Argentum Jewelery
Bloomington Kiwanis Club
Cork & Cracker
Fresh Fig Marketing
Harry Leaf Designs
Hella’s Café
Integrity Behavior Solutions
Kids Count

$100-$249
Canyon Falls
Cork & Cracker
Fuzzy Fish Toys
Health Aides Made Easy
Indiana Autism Alliance
Indiana Residential
Jo-Reed Rush, Re-Max
Lambert Consulting
Stoops Buick
The BlockHouse
Wolf’s Chocolates

$1-$99
Rose Hill Lawn Care

COMMUNITY GRANTS
Moorehead Family Foundation
Smithville Charitable Foundation 
Putnam County Community    
 Foundation
Indiana Youth Institute 

INDIVIDUALS
Friends of FAR
$500+
Carole & John Clark
Venetia Faulkenberg
Vicki Kleban
Sue Swartz in memory of     
     Ann Swartz 
Jason Wilbur & Michele Mattoon

Love in Action: Giving & Gifts

$250-$499
Jessie Corbin
Michael Hecker
Charlotte Zietlow

$100-$249
Bob Arnove & Toby Strout
Dorothy Hoffman
Derek Intinarelli
Dr. Eugene Justus
Henry Kassell
Sean and Stacey Moore
Dona Naeser
Barbara Pierce
Lois Hutter Pishgahi 
 Lynn Sargent 
Lois & Mark Zoll 
 
$1-$99 
Daniel Baron
Leslie Bishop
Marie Deer
Gail Evanari
D & N Garshaw
Joni Gary
Connie & Jim Glen
Betty Greenwall
Joan Hawkins
Talya Hernandez
Audra Kalvar 
Gwen Kelly 
Jenn Kersey 
Nancy Krueger 
Dr. Lois Lambrecht
Chen Long
Nancy Long
Deborah Meader
Patsy Rahn
Beth Lodge Rigal
Dotty Sharp
Lee  V.
Denise Wright

FAR continues to grow the number of children and families we serve and our geographical reach in Indiana. Our funding comes 
from sponsorships and grants but in order to continue our work we need you, our individual donors. We thank you for your 
continued generosity. The following contributions were made between MonthDate, 2016 and MonthDate, 2017.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of 
information. Please forgive any errors or omissions 
that may have occurred. We ask that you notify the 

Foundation for Autism Resources of any mistakes so 
we can correct our records. Thank you.



AutismResource.org
(317) 334.9FAR

Serving All of Indiana

These are all “Ausome” Kids. Read their Ausome Success stories at AutismResource.org.

Grayson was diagnosed with ASD and a severe speech 
delay when he was 3 years old. We immediately 
started ABA and he has grown leaps and bounds! 

His spontaneous language is through the roof and 
it's became our families lifestyle. But ABA is also very 
expensive. 

This year we became a FAR Family. It's a huge blessing.  
My son is able to continue making progress. 
We are truly grateful!! 

Love in Action: 
Grayson


